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NOBODY
LIKES

BY CHARLES MATTHEWS

Dick the Bruiser might be the “World’s Most Dangerous Wrestler,” but without a doubt the “World’s Most
Hated Wrestler” is Germany’s Baron Von Raschke.
Even villainous men like The BlackJacks, Bobby
Heenan and The Graduates have fans, but this isn’t the
case with The Baron. You’d be lucky to find one single
person in the audience that likes him. He radiates such
viciousness and cruelty that most people not only hate
him with a passion, but they would like nothing better
than to see his career ended.
The fans dislike this man for good reasons. Many
unliked wrestlers stop when they’ve beaten a man –this
is not true with Von Raschke. The Baron likes to torture
his opponents long after he has beaten them. He is fond
of injuring his victims and the occasion is rare when he
doesn’t.
Von Raschke’s claw hold has made many men think
twice before signing up against him. Doctors have stated
that he could kill a man with this dreaded hold.
Von Raschke’s contempt for everything American is
another reason he is hated by fans. The arrogant German
is proud of his heritage, but he actually makes a mockery
of it. There are many fine German wrestling fans who
hate The Baron for what he is.
With Von Raschke’s return to the Detroit rings, all
wrestlers will be in trouble. The Baron is never one to
be taken lightly, and you can be sure he will be seeking
revenge on those who have gotten in his way... Von Raschke is still upset about his title loss, and he won’t stop
until that belt is once again firmly around his waist.
Whether he regains the belt or not – he’ll continue to
be the hated man that he is.

BARON
VON
RASCHKE
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OLYMPIA STADIUM

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 1972

“THEY’LL PAY FOR THIS!”
SCREAMS BOBBY HEENAN
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TONIGHT’S OFFICIAL LINE-UP

OLYMPIA STADIUM • DETROIT, MICHIGAN • SEPTEMBER 9, 1972

FOR THE WORLD’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP
2 out of 3 Falls – No Time Limit – No Disqualifications
Champions		
BLACKJACK MULLIGAN
vs.
Sweetwater, Texas - 320 lbs.		
BLACKJACK LANZA
Albuquerque, N.M. - 271 lbs.		

Challengers
DICK THE BRUISER
Reno, Nevada - 260 lbs.
THE CRUSHER
MILWAUKEE, WIS. - 260 lbs.

FOR THE WORLD’S HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP
Champion		
BARON VON RASCHKE
vs.
Stuttgart, Germany - 299 lbs		

Challenger
BILLY RED CLOUD
Deer Lake, Minn. - 230 lbs.

SIX MAN TAG TEAM MATCH
WILBUR SNYDER
Los Angeles, Calif. - 245 lbs.		
		
vs.
SAILOR ART THOMAS		
Madison, Wisconsin - 251 lbs.		

THE GRADUATES
ANGELO POFFO
Chicago, Ill. - 235 lbs.
KENNY DILLINGER
San Francisco, Calif. - 230 lbs.

PAUL CHRISTY		
Evergreen Park, Ill. - 228 lbs.		

MARK MANSON
San Francisco, Calif. - 180 lbs.

PRETTY BOY BOBBY HEENAN
vs.
Beverly Hills, Calif. - 230 lbs.		

BOBBY BOLD EAGLE
Indian Wells, Arizona - 225 lbs.

GIRLS MATCH
MARY JANE MULL
vs.
Los Angeles, Calif - 138 lbs.		

PATTY PATTERSON
Chicago, Ill. - 145 lbs.

YUKON “MOOSE” CHOLAK
vs.
Moose Head, Maine - 340 lbs.		

BATTLING BEN JARRELS
Atlanta, GA. - 300 lbs.

		
JOSE MARTINEZ
vs.
Acapulco, Mexico - 215 lbs.		

BOB SABRE
Chicago, Ill . - 230 lbs.
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OLYMPIA STADIUM

BRUISER SAYS:
“WE’VE GOT ‘EM
WHERE WE WANT
‘EM...

IN THE CAGE!”

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1972
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Cowboy Bob Ellis:
“I KNOW I
CAN BEAT VON RASCHKE!”

HE TELLS JAY EABO

Cowboy Bob Ellis received a great welcome by
Detroit wrestling fans when he made his return to the
Motor City on October 28. In his match, he not only
whipped Pretty Boy Bobby Heenan, but he took care of
the interfering Baron Von Raschke as well. The Baron’s
continual ringside intrusions nearly cost Ellis his bout
with Heenan, and finally Von Raschke was punished
by Ellis when the popular San Angelo star bulldogged
the Baron right into the mat.
The week following this event, Ellis met with
Matchmaker Louis Marudas and requested a match
against The Baron for the title. Marudas wasted no
time in signing the bout, and it looks as though The
Baron is going to have his hands full tonight!
Cowboy Bob Ellis is a treat to watch in the ring. He
has always been a longtime favorite wherever he has
appeared but he is especially fond of the midwest. He
has traveled everywhere to display his skills, but he
ﬁnds this part of the country much to his liking.
“This is where the real wrestlin’ action is,“ said the
amiable Cowboy. “I can honestly tell ya’, pardners,
there is no place I’d rather be. I like to wrestle – it’s
a part of me. I don’t have to, mind you, I’ve got a big
ranch in Texas and am pretty well settled, ﬁnancially.
But, I love to get in the ring and wrestle, and I know

I’ll never quit until I have to. There is one thing about
wrestlin’ I don’t like though, pardner, and that is some
of these loud mouthed fellas who keep gettin’away
with murder. I especially mean this Von Raschke.
“When I was asked about comin’ here to wrestle, I
didn’t waste any time in accepting the generous offer
made by Matchmaker Marudas. Ya see, there is somethin’ I want here, and that is the W.W.A. HeavyweightChampionship. Many years ago, I held this title, and
since that time, I’ve made it my goal to have it again.
I’ve been wrestlin’ in other areas, just to prepare myself for the big match – the match against Von Raschke.
“Now that I’ve gotten this fella in the ring, l’m
gonna make every second count. Ya see, this man has
never met me in the ring before, so he’s gonna have to
figure me out first. By the time he does, his big bald
head will be bulldogged right into the mat. I know I
can beat this guy, and regain the title I once held. With
the support of the fans, I am sure can put an end to Von
Raschke.”
So spoke the greatest wrestling cowboy of all time,
the one and only Cowboy Bob Ellis.

Baron Von Raschke – He has what Ellis wants.
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WHAT KIND OF MAN IS ERNIE LADD?

These photos show you what we can expect from the self-proclaimed “King of Wrestling,” Ernie
Ladd. These shots were taken at a recent card in which Ladd was to wrestle Frank Adonis. Ladd
refused, calling Adonis “a bum who everybody’s beaten.” The referee counted Ladd out, but Ernie
didn’t care, stating that he wanted a match with top competition and “not these bums who everybody else has whipped.” After Ladd was counted out, he got into the ring and.....

Ladd, still in street clothes, jumped into the ring
and whipped Adonis across the mat.
After giving Adonis a thumb jab to the throat,
Ladd unmercifully stomped on him with his
heavy street shoes.

Ladd took it upon himself to be the referre and
counted Adonis out.

Ladd then took the microphone and once again
told the crowd how great he was.
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VALIANT:
“CALL ME
HANDSOME”
HE TELLS
BRIAN
BUKANTIS

There’s some more bad news around here, friends,
and he goes by the name of Jimmy Valiant. Talk about
being egotistical and conceited, this man goes beyond
anybody l’ve ever met, including Bobby Heenan!
Valiant made his debut at Olympia last month,
and immediately struck a bad rapport with the fans
on hand when he strutted into the stadium wearing
his fancy attire, including a sequined jacket reading “l
AM A STAR” on the back! It took about ten seconds
from the time of his arrival to the time the fans began
jeering him. Valiant then took his time removing his
jacket and getting down to wrestling. The handsome
one then defeated Tommy Lynch with his famous Boston Crab Hold. Following his victory, Jimmy stayed in
the ring for what seemed like an hour, showing off his
muscles to the fans who really didn’t want to see them.
Afterwards, Valiant discussed his plans for the
future here. “First of all, tell the spectators to call me
Handsome JimmyValiant. And you can call me Handsome Jimmy Valiant, too!” he said as he puffed away
on a cigar. “You know, I was the headline attraction
on the East Coast for over fifteen months, and they’re
begging me to get back now that l’ve left that area. But,
I got tired of defeating man after man. I was bored stiff
from the proposals of marriage l’d receive from Man-

hattan girls. I decided it was time to move to an area
where I might workup a sweat.
“I don’t know quite why I’ve come to this area,
though. As great as I am, I really see no one around
here who can beat me.” Valiant continued, “Certainly,
this city and the people who live here are beneath my
dignity. I have come here only because you have the
real wrestling champions here. Just as soon as I, Handsome Jimmy Valiant, am ready, I will win the championship, and leave.
“I would really like to get into the ring against
some of these guys who pass themselves off as wrestlers, like Art Thomas, Billy Red Cloud, Cowboy Bob
Ellis, and their kind. What I want most, though, is to
get Dick the Bruiser into the ring against me. I would
put my Boston Crab on him and defeat him in less than
thirty seconds! I would show to this old man what true
class in the wrestling ring really is!”
Valiant, excuse me, that’s “Handsome Jimmy Valiant” continued speaking, on and on about how great
he is, and how inferior everybody and everything else
is, but I picked up my tape recorder and backed silently out the door... but he just kept of talking and talking,
and talking!
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Ernie Ladd approaches Cowboy Bob Ellis, who is
on the mat after ladd gave him a vicious thumb
thrust to the throat.

Ladd punishes Ellis on the mat.

Ellis later came back to land one squarely on
Ladd’s jaw. Eventually both men were counted
out fighting.

Former U.S. champ Mitsu Arakawa has Killer
Cortez in a Japanese nerve hold.

Higo Hamaguchi gives Arakawa some much
needed assistance by pulling the trunks of Cortez.
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THERE
IS
ONLY
ONE

COWBOY
BOB
ELLIS
says ROBERT KRUSE
Unquestionably, the greatest cowboy toever don
wrestling trunks is none other than Cowboy Bob Ellis.
The 250-pound native of San Angelo is respected
throughout the world as a top attraction, and it isn’t
hard to see why. Throughout the years, Ellis has made
himself famous with his ring abilities and attitude towards the fans. The Cowboy is especially a favorite
in the midwestem rings, for many years a stomping
ground for Ellis. Being one of the most traveled men
in professional wrestling, Ellis has been to every major
arena in the world, be it in Japan, Australia, England,
South America, or right here in the United States. Cowboy Bob has been featured on the cover of every worthwhile wrestling magazine in the world, and it is hard
to find a magazine that hasn’t featured the veteran at
least twice! (In fact, just this month he was featured
in the cover story for WRESTLING MONTHLY magazine).
Ellis has the distinction of being a former holder of
the W.W.A. World’s Heavyweight Championship. He
injured his leg in an accident while he held the belt,
and was forced to give up the title. While Ellis had it,
he tumed back every challenger, and the list of men he
defeated would make any champion envious!
Everybody knows that Cowboy Bob patented and
perfected the “bulldog headlock”, a move that many
others in the sport now use. Try as they might, nobody
will ever be as good at it as Ellis. The bulldog headlock
is Bob’s “bread and butter,” and when he does it, he
does it right. When Bob gived an opponent the bulldog, the end is near for the victim!
There are some men around here who Bob would
dearly love to be “victims.” As Ellis himself puts it,
“l’m talking about these dime-store cowboys, this here
Mulligan and Lanza in particular. They sure don’t rep-

Baron Von Raschke about to receive the hold that
Ellis perfected and countless others have attempted... the bulldog headlock.
resent the word “cowboy” like they should. I’m especially looking forward to grabbing their heads and
bulldoggin’ them right into the mat. Then there’s this
big, tall, Ernie Ladd. This guys is always beggin’ for
attention, well, partners, I’ll give him that attention he
wants if he gets into the ring with me. The same thing
goes for that slick headed stud, Von Raschke, I’ll tie
him up good, and anytime their greenhorn manager
Heenan wants to get in against me, tell him to just step
into the ring,
“I’m not through with these studs, I want to get at
each and every one of them.”
It is men like Ellis who give hope to wrestling fans
throughout the world. He has always performed admirably in the ring, giving 100% to stop the villainous
men in wrestling. There will never be another wrestler
with his unique personality and style. Bob Ellis is in
a class by himself, and fans know that when they see
him in action, they’re seeing one of the truly great stars
of all time.
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BRUNO
SAMMARTINO
IS
HERE
TONIGHT!
by
Brian Bukantis

How can one aptly describe Bruno Sammartino?
Literally millions of words have been printed on this
Italian giant. Bruno has been the subject of countless
pages in not only the national wrestling magazines,
but in magazines like Sports Illustrated as well.
Not a single fan in the world doesn’t know and respect the name of Sammartino. Everybody knows this
man and the reputation he carries. He has been called
“The Greatest Box Office Attraction of All-Time,”
which few will dispute. Bruno packed arenas on the
East Coast, from New York’s Madison Square Gardens
to the Pittsburgh Civic Arena. Box office records were
smashed time and time again as Bruno defended his

W.W.W.F. Championship in the Eastern arenas. Show
after show, Bruno drew crowds of over 20,000 fans to
Madison Square Gardens to see him defend his crown.
Sammartino has also earned the well-deserved
title of being “Wrestling’s Greatest Champion.” This
claim is another difficult to argue with. Bruno held the
W.W.W.F. Title for eight years, the longest reign of any
wrestling champion in the history of the sport. Bruno
defended and kept his belt against a list of top contenders that would make any other champion seem
small by comparison. All of the top names in wrestling
came to the East Coast to try and defeat Bruno, and all
left defeated themselves!
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THE “SUPERTEAM” OF
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING

BY
PETER T. SLATER

It is still hard to believe. Right
here in Detroit, we have the two
biggest names in the entire professional wrestling world. Right here
at Olympia Stadium, we have the
two men who are the most widely known, the most popular, the

highest paid, the biggest box office
draws, and the most exciting! Right
here, we have two living legends,
each man a headliner in himself.
Right here, we have on the very
same team, Dick the Bruiser and
Bruno Sammartino.

Fans around the world have
heard of this team and everybody is
calling it “The Superteam of Professional Wrestling.” There is no other
term to describe these two men.
We must give credit to Promoter
Lincoln Cavalieri and Matchmaker Lou Marudas for bringing such
a team to Detroit. Any wrestling
promoter and matchmaker would
pay any sum of money to get these
two men on their card, that is IF the
two wrestlers would be willing to
appear. The fact is, both Dick the
Bruiser and Bruno Sammartino will
only appear for major league promoters. Both Bruiser and Sammartino will wrestle only for those titles
they consider important. Neither
man will waste time on unimportant “week-end” titles, a label which
can be applied to some other wrestlers around here. Both Bruiser and
Bruno come at a high price.
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W.W.A. OLYMPIA RESULTS
Compiled by Mike DuPree (www.rasslinrelics.com)

NOTE: Below are the known and located results of the W.W.A. cards held at Detroit’s Olympia Stadium 1971-1974. In some cases, results
are not available, so the card line-up is shown. Attendance shown, when available, is the published figure, and not always accurate.

10/23/71 Detroit Olympia First show.
WWA title Baron von Raschke lost WWA title to Dick the Bruiser
WWA tag team title: Wilbur Snyder/Paul Christy (c) DDQ Blackjacks;
Angelo Poffo D/Ken Dillinger; Dan Miller/Ricky Cortez W/Frankie
Adonis/Freddie Rogers; Cora Combs W/Sara Lee; Professor W/Hurricane (Johnny) Kace; Bill Miller W/Moose Cholak. att: 4125
11/6/71
Frankie Adonis W/Ken Dillinger (Russell); Sailor Art Thomas W/Johnny Diamond; The Professor D Dan Miller; Cora Combs/Donna Lemke
W/Paula Steele/Sara Lee; Moose Cholak W/Crusher Ricky Cortez;
WWA tag team title: The Blackjacks W/Wilbur Snyder/Paul Christy (c)
to win WWA World tag team titles; Dick the Bruiser retained WWA
World title against Dr. Big Bill Miller. att: 2511
11/26/7
Butcher/Mad Dog Vachon W/Frankie Adonis/Tom Demarco; Ricky
Cortez W/Billy Jack Mann; Paula Steele W/Henrietta Pringle; Bill
Miller D/The Professor; Art Thomas W/Dan Miller; Blackjack Lanza/
Blackjack Mulligan W/Moose Cholak/Wilbur Snyder to retain tag
titles; Baron von Raschke W/Dick the Bruiser in a German Death
Match to win the WWA World title. att: 3211
12/10/71
Ricky Cortez W/Al Barr; Venus LaRue W/Paula Steele; The Professor
W/Angelo Poffo; Bill/Dan Miller W/Paul Christy/Jim Alexi; Bobby
Heenan W/Moose Cholak in a 5-minute challenge match (Moose
Cholak had to pin Heenan to win); Baron Von Raschke W/Wilbur
Snyder to retain WWA World title; WWA tag team title Blackjacks (c)
W/DQ Dick the Bruiser/Sailor Art Thomas. att: 4198

